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bad long' been asked whether a more commodious harbour could
not be found,, and now the question arose, was not the trade
of sufficient importance to be self-dependent instead of tribu-
tary to Bombay ? Why should not the goods be conveyed from
a suitable harbour on the coast direct to England and China,
and thus the cost of the voyage to Bombay and all the atten-
dant charges at Bombay be saved,, and shared between the
grower and the manufacturer? Several attempts were made to
direct the trade to the noble estuary of Suddery which lies
close to Compta. But the Suddery itself was but an inland
backwater with a dangerous and inconvenient bar, while a few
miles to the north lay the Bay of Sedashagar formed by the
promontory of Canvar Head protecting it from the south-west
monsoon and apparently forming a safe and commodious har-
bour. To ascertain whether such was really the ease, and if so
to establish on the western coast, equi-distant from Bombay and
Colombo, the emporium of a direct trade with the great marts
of Europe and China appeared to the Collector of Canara to be
the surest method of promoting the interests of the country.

With this view special application was made through the
Madras Government for the services of Lieutenant Taylor,
of the Bombay Navy, to report upon the capabilities of"
both Sedashagar Bay and Suddery and the result was a
beautiful chart of the Bay of Sedashagar with the most
favourable opinion of a thoroughly experienced hydrographer
and sailor of its. capabilities as a harbour of refuge and
commercial emporium. Lieutenant Taylor's report was laid
before the Government of Madras, and was by it forwarded to
the Government of Bombay for its opinion. At Bombay the
project was received if not with opposition at least with coldness.
The Government of Bombay sought the opinion of the Chamber
of Commerce whose reply implied that they thought that
Bombay itself sufficiently supplied the wants of the western
coast, and that another harbour would be a superfluity. Lord
Harris, the Governor of Madras^ however fully appreciated
the importance of the question and himself visited Sedashagar
calling Sir Arthur Cotton to meet him there. The opinion of Sir
Arthur Cotton as to the advantages of the harbour was enthusi-
astically favourable, and a breakwater, a pier and lighthouse,
with a series of inland canals, were quickly in vision. But in the
meanwhile the completion of lines of road already traced on the
north and south banks of the Sedashagar river conveying the
inland traffic to the highest navigable point, was the great re-
quirement, and this was ordered and the work actively in progress
when the mutinies broke out, and Lord Canning's order to stop